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CLEANING UP  
THAT CABLE MESS 

 

 
 

If this is the wireless age, then why are 

there so many cables everywhere, 

particularly around your computer?  

The simple answer is that wireless 

technology is amazing but still in its’ 

infancy. 

 

For example, electric toothbrushes do 

not need to be securely connected with 

a cable in order to charge them – just 

insert them into their charger and they 

charge with a wireless connection 

between the charger and the 

toothbrush.  However, there is still the 

matter of needing a cable to provide 

power to the charger.   

 

You can also charge cell phones 

wirelessly by placing them onto a 

charging pad, although there are only 

a very few phones that can do this 

right now.  Well, that is not entirely 

true, you can buy a case that you place 

a phone into which will then charge up 

the phone when placed onto the 

accompanying pad, but it is faster and 

easier to just connect the charging 

cable into the phone. 

 

As I said, wireless technology is just 

starting out.  Of course, in the future – 

maybe the far future, maybe sooner – 

all electrical power might be broadcast 

wirelessly so you don’t even need 

power lines into your home or 

business. Today’s science fiction is 

tomorrow’s reality, so for the time 

being we are stuck with cables...and in 

most cases a cable mess.   

 

 
 

However, there are several things you 

can do to control cable confusion.  

Here are some solutions for desktop 

computer setups. 
 

• Replace your computer with an 

all-in-one computer.  These are 

essentially large screen notebook 

computers, and have the 

advantage of no cables between 

the monitor, the computer case, 

keyboard & mouse.  They are also 

pricier, and like notebooks, 

replacement parts are not 

standardized as are components in 

tower cases. 

• Replace your printer with a 

wireless printer.  Some printers 

can connect directly to your 

computers(s) although it is more 

common – and more versatile – to 

use a wireless printer to connect 

to your wireless router. 

• Use a wireless keyboard and 

mouse.  Just don’t forget that 

when they stop working, they are 

probably not broken, but only in 

need of replacement batteries. 

• Connect your computer(s) to a 

router wirelessly.  Almost all 

routers currently sold have 

wireless capabilities.  If the 

computer is no more than a room 

or two away from the router, then 

a wireless-n router will be fine.  If 

you need more distance and/or 

want a faster network connection, 

then both the computer and the 

router should be wireless-ac, 

which is somewhat more 

expensive. 

• Shorten the cables.  If you have a 

long cable, get a shorter one.  Go 

online and find CAT5e cables. 

These are usually described as 

Ethernet cables or Ethernet 

Patch cables, If you want instant 

gratification, go to your nearest 

brick-and-mortar store (BestBuy, 

Staples, etc) although you will 

pay about double or more.  

CAT5e is a great all-around cable.  

CAT6 cables are a waste of 

money unless you have a super-

high speed network with long 

cable runs – like putting premium 

gas into a car that is designed to 

run on regular gas. 

• Hide the cables.  If your computer 

is on a desk, the push the cables 

behind the desk to hide the excess 

cables.  If you do this, I also 

recommend coiling the cables and 

securing the coils with zip-ties or 

cable ties, for a cleaner 

arrangement, even if the cables 

are hidden. 

• If you have several cables going 

to more or less the same location, 

tie them together so that there 

aren’t cables sprawling 

everywhere, even if only behind 

or under a desk.   

I recommend using zip ties or 

Velcro straps rather than cable 

ties.  I sometimes find a half 

dozen cables, neatly tied together 

every 6 inches or so with cable 

ties.  Certainly very neat, but to 

change a single cable I have to cut 

all of the ties and then replace 

them.  With zip-ties or Velcro 



straps, changing a cable is much 

easier. 

Under desks, there are some nice 

clips that have a self-adhesive 

base that sticks to the underside of 

your desktop, and which easily 

open or lock, for a very nice 

solution.  

 
• There are also plastic tubes 

available that are slit lengthwise 

so that you can push cables into 

them.  Sometimes these work well 

and sometimes not. 

 

Enjoy cleaning up those cables 

 

 
 
 

ARE YOU REALLY SERIOUS 
ABOUT PROTECTING 

YOUR PRIVACY? 
 

With the annual Black Hat 

Conference just over, I thought I’d 

spend some time on security.  The 

Black Hat Conference is attended by 

computer security firms/people from 

around the world to discuss the state 

of computer security, the latest threats, 

and the latest means of combating 

these threats.  So, let’s start out with 

your personal privacy. 

 

Consumer Reports (CR) has a web 

page that you can view without being 

a paid member of CR.  This page has 

66 ways that you can protect your 

privacy, which means more than just 

identity theft.  It is a long page, with 

some of the recommendations 

conveniently set up as videos that you 

can view.  I recommend that you just 

skim it, and if interested then read it in 

small increments, over several days to 

prevent your eyes (and brain) from 

glazing over.  Click on this link to go 

to the web page:  

http://www.consumerreports.org/priva

cy/66-ways-to-protect-your-privacy-

rig 

 

 

AN EXAMPLE OF 
BOGUS, SCAM, E-MAILS 

 

One of my clients recently forwarded 

to me an email from Bank of America 

advising of an IP Conflict and with a 

nice link to 

http://www.bankofamerica.com/verify  

 

Don’t bother to click on this link, as I 

have converted it to straight text 

because it is a bogus link. 

 

First of all, if you type this link into a 

browser you indeed get to a Bank of 

America web page…which tells you 

that the page doesn’t exist. 

 

Secondly, and most importantly if 

my client had clicked on this link he 

would have brought up a web page 

somewhere in Poland which 

undoubtedly would be sinister in 

nature.   

 

This is a great example of phishing 

scams.  When I held the cursor over 

this link in Outlook, I found that the 

underlying link actually takes you to a 

website starting with 

www.modaslubna.krakow which is 

probably somewhere in Poland.  Note 

that, again I am displaying this as text 

and not as a website link.  Also, I left 

out the rest of the link, for the added 

safety of my readers. 

 

Never – absolutely ever – click on a 

link to a financial website that is in an 

email.  Go to the financial institutions’ 

website by typing it into your browser 

yourself.  If you don’t know the 

website, then it is probably not a firm 

that you do business with and you 

should not have any interest in going 

there. 

 

 

MODERN TECHNOLOGY 
GOOD SLAVE 
BAD MASTER 

 

I know it’s no longer politically 

correct to use the word slave, but the 

word is still in the dictionary and fair 

game.  The phrase “a good slave but a 

bad master” keeps coming to mind 

when assessing modern technology. 

 

Take texting as an example.  I 

consider texting to be a valuable tool, 

but don’t drop everything just to check 

when a text arrives.  In fact, I am often 

involved in something and feel no 

need to drop everything to read and 

reply to a text.  Later, however, I am 

harangued by the texter for not 

instantly reading their text and 

responding to them fast enough to 

give them immediate satisfaction.   

 

This is not the fault of technology, but 

rather we, the users of technology.   

 

We – as users of technology – should 

not have to stop what we are doing 

because someone else yanks our chain 

with a text of phone call. 

 

When did all of this start?  Good 

question.  Perhaps it was when Dick 

or Jane couldn’t be dragged away 

from the TV for dinner.  Or perhaps 

before TV, it was the radio, or before 

that reading a book.  The invention of 

the printing press was state-of-the-art 

technology at the time.   

 

To paraphrase an old TV show (“the 

Outer Limits”):  Only you have the 

power to control technology. 

 

 

This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list 

 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 

set to ON. 


